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Drepanocladus polygamus
Campylium polygamum
Fertile Feather-moss

2 mm

Photo David Holyoak Text Sam Bosanquet

Until recently, D. polygamus was thought to be a species of Campylium with a 
nerve. This is certainly its general appearance: it is similar in size to C. stellatum, 
although it lacks that species� brown or orange colours and its leaves are typically 
less spreading. Its shoots do have a rather starry tip, but often the leaves further 
down the stem are slightly curved. Leaves are 1.6�3 mm long. Unlike the dioicous  
C. stellatum, D. polygamus has male and female organs on the same shoot, and 
frequently produces 2 mm long capsules: a useful pointer in the �eld.

The presence of a long, single nerve is usually enough for provisional distinction  
from C. stellatum (p. 709), but microscopical checking of sexual organs and the 
orientation of the in�ated cells at the basal angles of the leaves is advisable, especially 
as the nerve is sometimes thin or even almost absent. D. aduncus (p. 714) lacks the 
starry shoot tip of D. polygamus. Campyliadelphus elodes (p. 712) is another nerved 
former Campylium of fens, but is much smaller and has a very prominent nerve.

Most often found on coasts, in �ushes on cliff tops, in salt-sprayed turf, dune slacks 
and, in Scotland, the upper parts of saltmarshes. Inland it is a very scarce plant of 
fens, open, marshy grassland, gravel pits and base-rich, temporary wetlands.
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