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Shotover Wildlife  
MOSSES COURSE
A mosses & liverworts identification course with field visits

Tutor:  Jacqueline Wright  County Recorder of Bryophytes for Oxfordshire and Berkshire
Course dates: 


Saturday and Sunday of 3rd W/E in November.  9-4.30

Saturday of 4th W/E in November.  9.30-3

Fee   £95 waged   £85 un-waged
Indoor venue   Near Oxford  
Field sessions   Reserves near Oxford
Places are strictly limited to 8. 
This allows a high level of guidance from tutor.

For further details   or an application form, please contact: 

Jacqueline Wright   

Email: 
jawright@shotover-wildlife.org.uk

Tel: 01865 874423
www.shotover-wildlife.org.uk

· The aim of the course is to develop both the skills and knowledge required to identify mosses and liverworts (bryophytes). 

· Much emphasis is given to the consolidation of knowledge as it is gained during the course; through practical plant work indoors and the 2 field sessions.
· No previous experience of bryology will be assumed but a basic knowledge of botany and plant identification is expected.

Course content includes

· Skills in using microscopes and keys
· Identification of frequently encountered bryophytes
· A focus on knowing and practicing a manageable number of species

· Use of the BBS Field Guide to Mosses and Liverworts 
· Visits to reserves to build field identification skills, consolidate knowledge and help in ‘reading’ a habitat 

· Leaf preparation techniques for bryology
· Calibration of participant’s own microscopes is available as a free service during the course
Follow-on from the course 

The Oxford Mossing Group provides ongoing field and microscope sessions to assist with bryophyte identification. 

Equipment 

Dissecting & high power microscopes are provided. 

You are welcome to bring your own. Please note that your dissecting microscope needs under-lighting and the high power one needs a calibrated eyepiece graticule & magnifications of around  x40 - x100 and  x400 - x600 
Hand lenses x10 and x20 are required.

Books required:  
Watson E.V.  British Mosses and Liverworts. 3rd edition 1981.Cambridge.
Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and Ireland. A Field Guide. Pub British Bryological Society.
Feedback from previous course participants:

... superb teaching ...
... I liked the formal time for consolidation all the way through the course ... 
... very well structured and totally organised. Everything was to hand ...

... We looked at a good range of species, but not too many to be overwhelmed ... 
... not trying to cover too much of the subject was very helpful ... 

... learning microscope techniques like preparing a slide and cutting a leaf section was really useful ...

... I had become confused working alone at home. I’m really pleased with my achievements on the course ...
... your amazing enthusiasm for bryophytes has certainly rubbed off! ...
...  powerpoint presentations were excellent ...
... a brilliant course. I will definitely recommend it to colleagues ...
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Keying with microscopes 
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The BBS Field Guide being used on the Shotover Wildlife Mosses Course






