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Introduction and Overview
The Final Symposium of the Darwin Initiative project is the concluding event of the project and an opportunity to celebrate and showcase the achievements over the last three years. It was a high profile event with invited speakers including senior figures in the partner institutes, Government of Nepal and British Embassy in Kathmandu. Invitations were also extended to prominent figures in environmental organisations in Nepal and to the major media companies (newspaper and TV). The event was planned for March 2006, but due to security fears from the people’s uprising in Nepal it was postponed until October 2006. This required a six-month extension to the time period of the project and the carry over of £2800 to the 2006/7 financial year. Given the special circumstances this was granted by the Darwin Initiative Secretariat.
During September and October 2006 three members of staff from Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (Prof Stephen Blackmore [independently-funded], Dr Mark Watson and Dr Colin Pendry) visited Kathmandu, Nepal, for the Final Symposium of the Darwin Initiative project. The Final symposium was held on 12th October and was attended by all 16 Darwin Scholars, almost all those involved in running the project in Nepal and many invited guests. Unfortunately Dr Keshab Rajbhandari (formerly DPR) was in Japan on a visiting fellowship and was not able to attend but sent his apologies. Following the inauguration by the Chief Guest, the Honourable State Minister of Science & Technology, speeches were given by the Project Principle Investigators, senior figures in the partner institutes, and the Honourable Ambassador of the UK. During the inauguration session the Chief Guest presented the Darwin Scholars with framed certificates for successfully completing the training programme and prizes for the best personal projects. Following the refreshments break technical sessions covered the work and achievements of the Darwin Initiative project and four Darwin Scholars presented the results of their personal projects. The final session included feedback on the whole project and discussions on how to carry the momentum forward with resolutions on follow-up activities. These sessions are covered in more detail in the following sections.
Colin Pendry and Bhaskar Adhikari (independently -funded) travelled out four weeks before the symposium to carry out field research in the Annapurna region investigating the Berberis populations found there. Bhaskar Adhikari, the top prize-winning Darwin Scholar, started a PhD on Himalayan Berberis systematics at RBGE in June 2006 funded by Royal Horticultural Society, University of Edinburgh and RBGE. All RBGE participants stayed for a few days following the symposium for meetings with partner institutes and the Nepalese and British Governments. Prof. Hideaki Ohba and Dr Shinobu Akiyama made a short two-day trip to Nepal from Tokyo (Japan) to join the Nepalese and UK participants in the Second Editorial Meeting of the Flora of Nepal project on 16th October.
We cannot fail to mention in this report the tragic loss of life from the helicopter crash in Ghunsa, Eastern Nepal on 23rd September 2006. The helicopter was carrying delegates who had attended the historic Kangchenjunga Conservation Area handover to the local people. Amongst the 24 passengers who lost their lives were many important figures in conservation from Nepal and abroad, most of whom were known personally to those in our Darwin Initiative project. Within the Government of Nepal, State Minister for Forest and Soil Conservation Mr Gopal Rai, Secretary of State of Forests and Soil Conservation Dr Damodar Parajuli, Director General of Department of Forests Mr Sharad Rai, and Director General of Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Mr Narayan Poudel were sadly all killed. Mr Gopal Rai was due to be the Chief Guest at our Final Symposium, and the other people important invited guests. Eight national and international staff from WWF were also killed in the crash which has had a profound effect on the work of WWF and that of conservation in Nepal. The Government of Nepal declared a national day of mourning for these conservation martyrs. They will be greatly missed.
Final Symposium 12th October
The Final Symposium was held on Thursday 12th October (26th Ashwin 2063) in the auditorium of the Nepal Academy of Science & Technology (NAST). Attending as Chief Guest was Mr Maan Bahadur Bishwakarma, Honourable State Minister of Science & Technology. Prof. Hom Nath Bhattarai, Vice-Chancellor NAST presided as Chairperson with Dr Kayo Devi Yami (Darwin Project Coordinator, NAST) as Master of Ceremonies. 
The symposium started with Prof. Krishna Shrestha (Darwin Project Coordinator, TU-CDB) giving a welcome address followed by the Chief Guest lighting the traditional oil lamp to inaugurate the meeting. Prof. Stephen Blackmore (Darwin Project Principal Investigator, RBGE) then reviewed the events of the Darwin Initiative project highlighting the important achievements. This was followed by the Address by the Chief Guest and the award of certificates of completion to the Darwin Scholars. At the same time the prizes for the best Personal Projects were presented. These were:
First Prize: Complete Flora of Bhutan to Mr Bhaskar Adhikari

Runner Up Prizes: RBGE Four Gardens in One and the two volumes of Flowers of the Himalaya to Nirmala Pandey, Ram C Poudel, Sangeeta Rajbhandary and Lokesh Shakya.

Special Commendation was given verbally to Sajan Dahal, Anjana Giri, Kamal Maden, Vidya Manadhar, Sangita Shrestha, Mohan Siwakoti and Sheetal Vaiyda.

Speeches then followed by special invited guests Prof Dayananda Bajracharya (Darwin Project Principal Investigator, Academician NAST and former V.C. NAST), Dr Mohan Prasad Wagley (Acting Secretary, Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation), Prof. Vishal Nath Uprety (Dean, Institute of Science and Technology, TU), His Excellency Dr Andrew Hall OBE (Honourable Ambassador to the United Kingdom) and lastly the Chairperson’s remarks by Prof Hom Nath Bhattarai. All invited guests spoke of the great success of the project and the long term benefits to Nepal. They all affirmed the commitment of their organisations to continuing to support this work and looked to future collaborative projects working on the Flora of Nepal.
Dr Mark Watson (Darwin Project Coordinator, RBGE) concluded the opening session with a vote of thanks.
Following refreshments, those interested in learning more about the project were invited to stay and attend the technical sessions. The first technical session reviewed the work of the DI project and was convened by Krishna Shrestha and Mark Watson. This included reviews of the training workshops (Mark Watson), the field training expeditions (Dr Colin Pendry) and UK study tours (Krishna Shrestha). Kayo Yami outlined the institute strengthening activities including the provision of equipment and literature to the Darwin Scholars, DPR and TU, and the provision of small grants to improve the conditions of the specimens at the national herbarium KATH and TU herbarium TUCH. Dr Mahesh Adhikari (KATH Chief, DPR) presented a more detailed account of the support provided to KATH and TUCH and the activities undertaken.
After a lunch break with box meals, the second session continued with presentations by four Darwin Scholars on the results and experiences from their personal projects and participation in the programme. This session was convened by Kayo Devi and Colin Pendry, with the following presentations:

Mr Sunil Acharya (DPR, Banke): Strobilanthes (Acanthaceae)

Ms Vidya Manandhar (DPR, KATH): Aceraceae

Ms Sheetal Vaidya (Patan Multiple Campus, TU): Salvia & Ocimum (Labitate)
Mr Bhaskar Adhikari (Freelance): Parnassiaceae & Chrysospelenium (Saxifragaceae)
Following the afternoon tea break discussions that resulted from the first two sessions were continued and broadened out to include ideas for future work. This session was led by Dayananda Bajracharya and Stephen Blackmore. This was very constructive with the following resolutions being made:
Darwin Scholars must continue working to apply their knowledge. Darwin Scholars need to take their training and train others. They should also continue botanical research in fieldwork and in preparing Flora of Nepal accounts. Darwin Scholars should come forward with project ideas of their own. The network of Darwin Scholars could be strengthened by establishment of a yearly Newsletter.

Flora of Nepal Office. Establishing a Flora of Nepal Office in the national herbarium building (KATH) will provide a focus for people working on the Flora of Nepal and a base for shared equipment and resources. This was very strongly supported and an MOU will be established between DPR and RBGE for this office.

Continuing Training and Human Capacity Building. Training in Nepal should continue with the Darwin Scholars passing on their skills to others. This can be at special workshops, internal training sessions or lessons at TU. The main focus of this project has been higher plants, it is recognised that training in other plant groups such as ferns, bryophytes, lichens, fungi and algae is greatly needed. The need for international training staff at MSc and PhD level was keenly felt by all partner institutes.
Botanic Garden Training. Although a very short one-day workshop in seed collection and handling was added to the work of the project, this barely scratched the surface of the needs from the national botanic garden at Godavari. It is recognised that a more detailed training programme involving horticultural staff from Godavari and RBGE is needed to address the training issues.

Institutional Strengthening. Some strengthening activities at the two main herbaria were undertaken during the project, but to address the problems of safe specimen storage conditions and curation, a more substantial programme is required. Ultimately new buildings will be required at both KATH and TUCH. NAST stated the desire to establish a molecular analysis facility.
Exploration to Remote Areas. Although the three training expeditions went to well known areas of Nepal, the extent of new data was surprising (40 additions to the Flora of Nepal and over 140 range and altitude extensions). This highlighted the pressing need for further field research into other more remote areas of Nepal.
Publication of the Flora of Nepal. All participants were committed to pushing forward and applying their skills to the publication of the Flora of Nepal. The establishment of a Flora of Nepal Office in KATH will be a major help for this in Nepal (see above), and the establishment of linkages with foreign experts was also seen to be crucial. The session participants were pleased to hear of the Flora of Nepal Editorial Meeting that would occur in the following days. 
In the evening a Symposium Dinner was held at La-Ja-Na Nepalese restaurant, Lazimpat (near the Hotel Radisson). Invitees included the Darwin Scholars, trainers, coordinators and senior figures from the partner institutes. 

Media Uptake
Although the major media companies were invited to attend the symposium, uptake was rather disappointing, however, one newspaper article appeared in The Rising Nepal on 13th October (see attachment). The poor media uptake could be due to the timing of the event between the two major festivals of Dashain and Tihar. Later an interview with Mark Watson was screened on Kantipur TV filmed during the Bhai Tikka festival celebrations.
Other Meetings and Side Events
Second Flora of Nepal Editorial Meeting, 16th October, NAST.

The presence in Nepal of the three RBGE members of the Flora of Nepal Editorial Board stimulated the holding of the Second Editorial Meeting of the Flora of Nepal. This was also attended by the two Japanese members from Tokyo, Prof. Hideaki Ohba and Dr Shinobu Akiyama. They made a special self-funded visit to Kathmandu from Japan, staying only two nights in Nepal. The only missing member of the Editorial Board was Dr Keshab Rajbhandari who was in Japan on a research fellowship and not able to attend due to visa constraints. The formal Editorial Meeting was preceded by a meeting involving senior figures from the partner institutes in Nepal during which representatives praised the work of the Darwin Initiative project and progress made in capacity building, and reaffirmed their institute’s commitment to collaboration and work on the Flora of Nepal. The editorial meeting itself concentrated on assessing the progression of manuscripts for the first published volume (Vol. 3) and making provision for filling the gaps. It was agreed that all of the Darwin Scholars will be used as co-authors of accounts within this volume. The heightened spirit of collaboration and progress since the first editorial meeting (May 2002) was significant and reflects the advances made through the Darwin Initiative project.
British Embassy, Kathmandu, 17th October.
Stephen Blackmore and Mark Watson met His Excellency the British Ambassador to Nepal Dr Andrew Hall OBE and Third Secretary (Political) Ms Sheba Rosier. Both Dr Hall and Ms Rosier took up their positions at the Embassy in July, taking over from Mr Keith Bloomfield and Mr Greg Gibson who were very supportive of the Darwin Initiative Project and RBGE’s work in Nepal. In his speech during the inaugural session at the Final Symposium Dr Hall praised the achievements of the Darwin Initiative project and pledged support for future work. During the meeting RBGE staff provided more information on the collaborative work and long term plans for research in Nepal. Discussions also included potential funding streams available and opportunities with the Embassy and British Council in Kathmandu. Support from the Embassy and British Council has been very important for the success and smooth running of the Darwin Initiative project (e.g. free provision of facilities to run the workshops, secure sending of parcels through the official postal service, and making contacts within Government of Nepal) and Dr Hall was thanked for this. 
British Council, Kathmandu, 9th October.
Mark Watson and Colin Pendry met the Country Director Mr John Fry in his office and later for an evening meal. As with the British Embassy (see above) there has been excellent understanding between the British Council staff and RBGE on the work that it is undertaking in Nepal. Initially this was under the leadership of Barbara Hewitt, and now, following her posting back in the UK, under Mr Fry. Mr Fry is keen to continue and diversify the links, for instance by running public workshops/talks on biodiversity issues with the involvement of RBGE staff.
Government of Nepal, Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation, 17th October.
Stephen Blackmore and Mark Watson met Dr Mohan Wagley, Acting Secretary Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation. In his speech at the inauguration session of the Final Symposium, Dr Wagley praised the work and achievements of the Darwin Initiative project and looked forward to future collaborative projects. RBGE staff discussed in more detail the collaborative research that is being undertaken, particularly with Ministry staff, and discussed how this can be developed and extended. In November 2005, Prof Mary Gibby (RBGE Director of Science), Dr David Rae (RBGE Director of Horticulture) and Mark Watson visited the Ministry and had positive discussions with the State Minister on these matters and the development of an Access and Benefit Sharing Agreement for future collections of living and preserved plant material for non-commercial research purposes. Talks were very positive, but progress towards this is dependent on the formal adoption of legislation that was going through parliament. This legislation is further delayed, but is expected to be enacted soon. The establishment of a one-off agreement to enable sharing of the seed collected on the DNEP3 expedition was discussed, and a way forward agreed.
Nepal Academy of Science & Technology (NAST), Kulmatar.

Prof Dayananda Bajracharya, the project Co-PI, completed his term of office as Vice-Chancellor of NAST in May 2006, but NAST remains an important partner in coordinating the work of the project and the Flora of Nepal. Early in the trip Mark visited NAST (8th October) to meet with the new Vice-Chancellor, Prof Hom Nath Bhattari and Secretary, Prof. Dilip Subba, and discuss the project, its achievements and future work. Prof Bhattarai reaffirmed NAST’s continued commitment to such collaborative work. Several visits to NAST were undertaken during the trip including a high level meeting with the new VC, former VC, Secretary, Prof Stephen Blackmore and Prof Hideaki Ohba.
Department of Plant Resources (DPR) Headquarters, Thapathali.

DPR is one of the project partners and several visits were made to the headquarters in Thapathali and offices at Godavari (see daily diary below). The other of the three main project partners, Tribhuvan University, was closed for the festival season. Although no visit was made out to the campus at Kirtipur this time, several meetings with staff were held in central Kathmandu during this trip. The first of two notable visits to DPR Headquarters was on 9th October when Colin Pendry and Mark Watson had a group meeting with senior figures at DPR and some Darwin Scholars. During this meeting books for DPR were presented and discussions included working on a consultancy document for the development of the facilities in the National Herbarium (KATH).
The second main visit was on 19th October when Mark Watson spent almost the whole day working with Mr Pushpa Shrestha (Deputy Director General) and Darwin Scholar Rajesh Uprety in Mr Shrestha’s office. Earlier in the week a meeting at the Ministry had discussed RBGE’s request for a one-off agreement to enable the sharing of seed collected during the DNEP3 expedition. Feedback from this suggested the way forward was for RBGE to write a formal request for a share of this seed together with a Statement of Use restricting the use of the seed solely to RBGE and only for non-commercial research purposes. During the day a draft letter and statement was prepared and sent to the Ministry for comment. This was modified following comments from the Joint Secretary and the official letter, statement and listing of seed was submitted later that day. It was not be possible to complete this process before Mark Watson returned to the UK, but it should be possible to follow this up later.
Department of Plant Resources, National Herbarium (KATH), Godavari.

During the trip Colin Pendry and Mark Watson made several visits (see daily diary below) to the National Herbarium (KATH) with transport kindly provided by the Chief, Dr Mahesh Adhikari. Several activities and discussions were undertaken during these visits including consultation of herbarium specimens and tours of current developments. Mark Watson and Mahesh Adhikari had several discussions on the problems and issues regarding KATH in preparation of the RBGE consultation document. They also worked on the details of establishing a Flora of Nepal Office at KATH and drafted an MOU to cover this. Mark Watson presented the data projector used during the Darwin Project that will form part of the common resources available to those formally engaged in work on the Flora of Nepal.
Financial Summary for Final Symposium
Expenditure
	International Travel for UK Participants
	2665.80

	Local Travel for Darwin Scholars
	193.45

	Local Travel
	75.18

	Symposium Meal
	289.00

	Equipment (Maps and Books)
	253.99

	Symposium materials and equipment
	160.67

	Food and Drink
	205.56

	Hotel bill
	441.90

	Miscellaneous
	74.45

	
	

	Total
	4360.00


Income

	Darwin Grant (approved carry over)
	2800.00

	RBGE funding
	1560.00

	Total
	4360.00


Daily Diary (Mark Watson)

Friday 6th October

Dr Mark Watson (MW) arrived at a sunny but cool Kathmandu at 6.35am, staying as usual at the Tibet Guest House, morning spent sorting out equipment and changing money. Meeting with Dr Krishna Shrestha (KKS) at 12:00 to discuss preparations for the final symposium and meetings surrounding this event. Afternoon spent sourcing maps and reference books, and relaxing. Evening phone call to Kayo Devi (KYD) of NAST (formerly RONAST) to finalise the schedule for the final symposium and discuss the invited guests list. 

Saturday 7th October

Preparations for the final symposium dominated the day. MW spoke with Prof. Dayananda Bajracharya to arrange his signing of the certificates brought over from the UK. Afternoon spent in and around the ESON (Ethnobotanical Society of Nepal) office working with KKS and Darwin Scholars Sangeeta Rajbhandary (SR) and Ram C. Poudel (RCP) on the invitation card, guest list and catering arrangements. Preliminary discussions were held on the idea of establishing a Flora of Nepal Office at the national herbarium (KATH) to act as a common facility for those working on the Flora.

Sunday 8th October

MW had an 11am meeting at NAST with the recently appointed Vice-Chancellor Prof. Hom Nath Bhattarai, KKS and KDY. MW gave a resume of the Darwin Project and its achievements and developments on the Flora of Nepal project. After the meeting MW, KKS and KDY met the new Secretary. Prof. Dillip Subba. MW sorted through the boxes of books and equipment sent over earlier with the help of John Fry at the British Council. Those destined for NAST were handed over, the rest taken back to the Tibet Guest House. In the afternoon KKS took MW to a book supplier to purchase the four copies of Flowers of the Himalayas as runner up prizes for the Darwin Scholars. In the evening Dr Colin Pendry (CP) arrived back from his expedition to Annapurna Conservation Area. CP arrived in Nepal three weeks ago and has been working with Darwin Scholar Bhaskar Adhikari (BA) undertaking fieldwork for BA’s PhD study on Berberis.

Monday 9th October

CP and MW worked in the National Herbarium (KATH). Dr Mahesh Adhikari (MA) (Herbarium Chief) kindly provided transport in his official vehicle. The team stopped en route at DPR Headquarters in Thapathali to meet with Director General Hari Krishna Saiju, Deputy Director Puspa Shrestha and Dr Lokendra Sharma. We were also joined by Darwin Scholars Nirmala Pandey and Rajesh Uprety. The books for DPR (KATH) were handed over and several matters were discussed including the success of the Darwin Project, ideas for follow on activities and the needs of the KATH herbarium.

At KATH MA, CP and MW continued discussions on the needs and development plans for the KATH herbarium along with meetings with staff members including Darwin Scholars. A tour around the facilities included the new blue roofs (which now cover most of the wings and are helping to keep the building a lot drier) and the room set aside for the Flora of Nepal Office (the room on the ground floor with the donated fridge next to sorting workroom). This will be a good location, and provide a much needed focal point for Flora of Nepal work at the National Herbarium. After short lunch in the canteen CP examined specimens of Lauraceae for the Flora of Nepal account and MW worked with MA to complete a first draft of an MOU for the FoN Office.

The party returned to Kathmandu at 5pm. MW met with John Fry at the British Council to discuss funding opportunities and teaching events (orientated to Public Understanding of Science), and collect the remaining parcel of equipment (the tub of silica gel). John, his partner Joy and MW returned to the hotel in an official vehicle kindly arranged by John. CP joined the group for an evening meal at Cafe Mitra.

Tuesday 10th October

CP and MW meeting with Prof Ram Chaudhary at the hotel, discussions on the work of the current and future Darwin Initiative project, and research in Manang and our joint project application currently in with Norwegian research council (NUFU). Agreement on need for high level delegation to the UK and on developing an official access and benefit sharing agreement that would act as a template for others. MW continued to work on the Symposium banner and CP on sorting out the expedition equipment and processing collections. MW spent the afternoon with RCP at the ESON office, handing over books for TU-CDB and continuing with Symposium preparations. Evening meal with Nima, the Director of our trekking company, CP, KKS and MW.

Wednesday 11th October

CP continued processing collections. MW spent the morning spent making arrangements by phone, sorting equipment and shopping. MW returned to the ESON office mid afternoon to finalise arrangements and pick up materials for the symposium. Prof Stephen Blackmore (SB) arrived in the evening at the airport met by MW.

Thursday 12th October: Final Symposium Day

Early start to meet up at NAST by 9. Last minute room preparations but all completed for the arrival of the VIP guests at 10. The symposium went very well (see separate account of the day and participants) with everyone supporting the benefits and success of our past and future work. Technical sessions finished at 5.30. Evening meal with Darwin Scholars, project partners and invited guests at the La-ja-na restaurant (near the Radisson hotel). Many discussions over drinks and snacks before a roof-top Nepalese buffet.

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th October

CP remained in Kathmandu to discuss a new Darwin Initiative application* with Prof. Ram Chaudhary of TU and Dr Siddhartha Bajracharya of the Nepal Trust for Nature Conservation. CP also visited the herbarium at Godavari to continue his examination of Lauraceae specimens. SB and MW travelled to Pokhara for a short 3-day trek around the Ghandruk loop. 
[*Note: The proposed project was to develop an innovative plant database of functional types for use in restoration projects within the Annapurna Conservation Area.  Unfortunately it did not make it past Stage 1.]
Monday 16th October: Flora of Nepal Second Editorial Meeting

SB and MW took first flight back from Pokhara, arriving at Tibet Guest House at 11.30. Lunch with Japanese colleagues Prof. Hideaki Ohba and Dr Shinobu Akiyama, who arrived yesterday especially for the Flora of Nepal meeting. The afternoon Flora of Nepal meeting at NAST started at 2pm meeting and was in two parts. The first part involved senior figures from TU, DPR and NAST (see full report). The second part was a more detailed editorial meeting at which TB Shrestha also attended. Evening Flora of Nepal team dinner at the Newari restaurant the Bojan Griha, Dilli Bazar. 

Tuesday 17th October

CP left hotel at 5.30 to make the 8.15 flight home. SB and MW had a meeting at the British Embassy with the new Ambassador Dr Andrew Hall and Greg Gibson’s replacement Sheba Rosier. The Ambassador was interested in our work on the Darwin Project and very supportive of future plans to continue and diversify this work. After a tour of the residence garden SB and MW went to the Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation head office at Singha Durbar to meet Dr Mohan Wagley (Acting Secretary). Again we had a good meeting continuing on discussions on collaborative work, the progression of the Access and Benefit Sharing Agreement between RBGE and the Ministry. Afternoon was spent relaxing and shopping

Wednesday 18th October

SB left hotel at 5.30 to return home via the same route as CP. It was another cool misty start to the day and the planes were delayed inbound as they are regularly at this time of the year. MW had a meeting with Mohan Devkota at the TGH to discuss Loranthaceae work and putting together a grant proposal to NGS for fieldwork and UK study visit. Meeting with KKS to travel out to the government map office, where we spent a long time sorting out which topographic maps we needed to take back to RBGE. Finally 91 maps completing coverage of the northern half of Nepal were purchased.

MW spent the afternoon getting repairs to equipment and arranging for large blue barrels for the expedition store (to stop the equipment getting damp and covered in mildew. The remaining trek maps to complete our set at RBGE we bought from a local map shop in Thamel. Late afternoon meeting at ESON office.

Thursday 19th October

MW spent the whole day at DPR Headquarters working with Puspa Shrestha and Rajesh Uprety sorting out the right wording for an application to the Ministry for permission to export the DNEP3 seed. MW handed over the printed herbarium labels for DPR and DNPWC sets (the TU set was given earlier to KKS) and the DNEP2 carpalogical samples to DPR (TU given earlier to KKS). Firstly PS briefed MW on the meeting yesterday at the Ministry. MW then prepared a put Statement of Use for the seed material and RU took this to the Ministry for comment by Dr KC Poudel. On RU’s return the comments were incorporated into the final version and so sent with a covering letter and list of seed requested. DPR will then send a covering letter with comment and the Ministry will deliberate over it. Unfortunately there was not time to complete this procedure before MW returned as offices were closed for the Tihar festival. 

Friday 20th October

The weather has turned much colder following the storm last night. Cooler start to the day. MW spent the day at KATH, again Mahesh Adhikari kindly providing the transport. MW presented the Darwin Initiative data projector to Mahesh for safe keeping. This will form part of the communal equipment for the Flora of Nepal Office when it is established. Further discussions were had on how to improve the facilities at KATH and MW took photographs around the building to include in a consultancy report. MW later worked in the herbarium consulting specimens. This is a half day holiday so we returned early to Kathmandu. MW returned to the ESON office to liaise with KKS, SR and RCP. MW walked back from the centre of town and the streets were packed with people buying the last minute things for the Tihar festival. With the fading daylight and abundant strings of small coloured lights and multicoloured powders for sale it is a beautiful time in Nepal. The weather broke during the evening will torrential rain and high winds. The roads in Thamel were awash with ankle deep running water. This was very unusual for this time of year and resulted in out of season snow falls in the Himals. Bhaskar Adhikari had left for further fieldwork in Langtang and found himself in waist deep snow approaching Gossainkunda.

Saturday 21st October

Another cold start to the day with low cloud and mist, and quite autumnal weather now. MW had a rest day, the first part of the morning was spent with Sangeeta R and her brother in Patan, before some sightseeing around Patan. Later MW met up with Stefanie Halfmann (formerly part of the Darwin Initiative administration) and her partner Rob at the Summit Hotel, before returning to her home to stay overnight.

Sunday 22nd October

Rest day spent mostly in Patan.

Monday 23rd October

MW took 6 blue barrels and a metal trunk down to the RBGE New Road store, transferred the equipment and finalised the stock take/inventory. Shopping in the afternoon, and an evening invitation by Darwin Scholar Vidya Manandhar to participate in her families ‘Mha Puja’ celebration. This was an honour and a special event, the highlight of the Tihar festival. 

Tuesday 24th October

MW had a morning meeting with KKS at the hotel to discuss joint publications and the setting up the FoN Office. Early in the afternoon Tirtha B Shrestha and MW walked to Durbar Square to attend the Bhai Tikka at Kastamandap for all the brothers who have no sisters around. Two film crews covered the event and Kantipur TV showed footage of an interview with MW that evening. After the event MW went back to Tirtha’s house for discussions and an evening meal with his family. 

Wednesday 25th October

As before, MW left the hotel at 5.30 to return home. 

Nepal Darwin Initiative Project Final Symposium

(12th October, 2006, Kathmandu, Nepal)

Jointly organized by
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Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, U.K.

in collaboration with

GoN Department of Plant Resources, MoFSC 

Central Department of Botany, Tribhuvan University

Supported by

U.K. Government's Darwin Initiative

Venue: Nepal Academy of Science & Technology Auditorium, Khumaltar, Lalitpur

09:45-10:15
Registration

10.15-11:15
Inauguration (with lamp lighting ceremony)

Welcome address: Prof. Krishna K. Shrestha (Coordinator, Darwin Project, CDB-TU)

Symposium inauguration: the Chief Guest: Mr. Maan Bahadur Bishwakarma (Hon. State Minister of 

Environment, Science & Technology)

Project review and achievements: Prof Stephen Blackmore (Darwin Project Co-leader and Regius Keeper 

RBGE)

Presentation of Certificates and Awards: to the Darwin Scholars by the Chief Guest

Address by the Chief Guest: Mr. Maan Bahadur Bishwakarma (Hon. State Minister of 

            Environment, Science & Technology)

Remarks:

Prof. Dayananda Bajracharya (Darwin Project Co-leader, Academician, NAST)

Dr. Mohan Prasad Wagley (Act. Secretary, Ministry of Forests & Soil Conservation)

Prof. Vishal Nath Uprety (Dean, Institute of Science & Technology, TU)

Dr. Andrew Hall OBE (Honourable Ambassador of the United Kingdom)

Chairperson's Remarks: Prof. Hom Nath Bhattarai (Vice-Chancellor, NAST)

Vote of Thanks: Dr Mark Watson (Darwin Project Coordinator, RBGE)

Master of Ceremony: Dr. Kayo Devi Yami (Darwin Project Coordinator, NAST)

11:15-11:45
Refreshments (Hosted by NAST)
Technical Sessions

12:00 – 13:30 
Session One

Work of the Darwin Initiative Project (Convenors: Prof. K. K. Shrestha & Dr M. Watson)

Review of Training Workshops (I, II, III) – Dr. M. Watson


Review of Field trips (I, II, III) – Dr. C. Pendry


UK Study Tours (I and II) – Prof. K.K. Shrestha


Infrastructure strengthening: equipment and literature for institutes in Nepal – Dr. K.D. Yami

Updating and support to Herbaria: KATH, TUCH. – Dr. M.K. Adhikari 

Discussion

13:30-14:30
Lunch Break (box lunch at NAST)

14:30-15:30
Session Two

Personal Project Presentations by Darwin Scholars (Convenors: Dr K.D. Yami and Dr C. Pendry)
Selected presentations (15 mins. each). 

Sunil Acharya (District Plant Resources, Banke): Strobilanthes (Acanthaceae)

Vidya Manadhar (National Herbarium/DPR, Godavari): Aceraceae

Sheetal Vaidya (Patan Multiple Campus, T.U.): Salvia (Labiatae)

Bhaskar Adhikari (Free Lance Botanist): Parnassiaceae and Chrysosplenium (Saxifragaceae)

Discussion

15:30-16:00
Tea Break

16:00-17:00
Session Three

Conclusions and Future Plans (Convenors: Prof. D. Bajracharya & Prof. S. Blackmore)
Resolution of the Symposium.

Recommendations for follow-up activities.

18:30-20:30
DINNER (Darwin Project Team and Selective Invited guests) 


Venue: La ja na Restaurant, Lazimpat (Near Hotel Radisson).

List of Special Invitees to the Symposium
VIPs
1. Mr. Maan Bahadur Bishwakarma
Hon. Minister of Environment, Science & Technology, Singh Durbar

2. Dr. Mohan Prasad Wagley
Acting Secretary, Ministry of Forests & Soil Conservation, Singh Durbar
3. Dr. Andrew Hall OBE
Ambassador of the United Kingdom, Lainchaur
4 .Mr John Fry
British Council, Lainchaur 

Foreign delegates

1. Prof Stephen Blackmore, Darwin Project Co-leader, Royal Botanical Garden, Edinburgh (RBGE), UK

2. Dr Mark Watson, Darwin Project Coordinator, RBGE

3. Dr. Colin Pendry, RBGE


Darwin Scholars

1. Mr Sunil Kumar Acharya, Asst. Scientific Officer, DPR, District Office Banke

2. Mr Bhaskar Adhikari, Freelance botanist (CDB/TU), Kathmandu

3. Ms Sajan Dahal, Asst. Scientific Officer, DPR, National Herbarium

4. Ms. Anjana Giri, Asst. Scientific Officer, RONAST, Khumaltar

5. Mr Umesh Koirala, Lecturer, TU PG Campus, Biratnagar

6. Mr Kamal Maden, Teaching Asst. (part time), TU PG Campus, Biratnagar

7. Ms Vidya Keshari Manandhar, Asst. Research Officer, DPR, National Herbarium

8. Mr Lalit Narayan Mandar, Lecturer, TU PN Campus, Pokhara

9. Ms. Nirmala Pandey, Ass. Scientific Officer, DPR Head Office,Thapathali

10. Mr Ram Chandra Poudel, Freelance botanist, Kathmandu

11. Ms. Sangeeta Rajbhandary, Lecturer, CDB-TU, Kirtipur

12. Dr Lokesh Ratna Shakya, Lecturer, ASCOL, Kathmandu

13. Dr Sangita Shrestha, Scientific Officer, RONAST, Khumaltar

14. Dr Mohan Siwakoti, Reader, Natural History Museu, TU, Swayambhu

15. Mr Rajesh Kumar Uprety, Ass. Scientific Officer, DPR, Thapathali

16. Ms Sheetal Vaidya, Lecturer, TU, Patan Campus

INGOs

1. Dr Anil Manandhar
Acting Country Representative , WWF Nepal Program , Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal

2. Dr Sarala Khaling
Regional Coordinator, CEPF, WWF Nepal Program, Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal

3. Dipak Kumar Singh
Program Officer, KMTNC, Jawalakhel, Lalitpur

4. Dr Siddartha Bajracharya
Program Manager, KMTNC, Jawalakhel, Lalitpur

5. Dr Gabriel Campbell
Director-General, ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur
6. Dr Madhav Karki
Deputy Director-General, ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur

7. Dr Nakul Chhetri
Senior Scientist, ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur

8. Dr R.B. S. Rawat
Coordinator, MAPPA-Nepal, ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur

9. Dr Eklabaya Sharma
ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur
10. Bandana Shakya
ICIMOD, Khumaltar, Lalitpur
11. Dr Jaana Vormisto
UNDP, Pulchok, Lalitpur

12. Prabhu Budathoki
Country Representative, IUCN, Bakhundol, Lalitpur

13. Sagendra Tiwari
IUCN, Bakhundol, Lalitpur

14. Dr. Bhisma P. Subedi
Executive Director, ANSAB, Naya Baneshwor

NGOs

15. Dr Dinesh Bhuju
Program Coordinator, Resources Himalaya, Sanepa, Lalitpur

16. Dr Samar Bahadur Malla
Coordinator, Biodiversity Study Centre, 22/348, Ganabahal, Kathmandu

17. Prof Dibya Dev Bhatt
Pulchok, Lalitpur

18. Dr. Puspa R Shakya
Nepal Nature dot Com
19. Dr. Tirtha B. Shrestha
Sanepa

20. Brian Penniston
The Mountain Institute
Government Officials

21. Bal Krishna Parsai
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Science & Technology, Singhdarbar, Kathmandu

22. Hari Krishna Sainju
Director-General, Department of Plant Resources, Thapathali, Kathmandu

23. Damodar Prasad Parajuli
Act. Secretary, Ministry of Forests & Soil Conservation, Singha Durbar, Kathmandu

24. Narayan Poudel
Director-General, Department of National Parks & Wildlife Conservation, Babar Mahal, Kathmandu

25. Bindeshwar Roy
Incharge, Royal Botanical Garden, Godavari, Lalitpur

26. Dr. Mahesh Adhikari
Chief, National Herbarium and Plant Laboratories, Godawari, Lalitpur

27. Binod Basnet
National Herbarium and Plant Laboratories, Godawari, Lalitpur 

28. Nirmala Joshi
Godawari Botanical Garden, Godawari

29. Dr Mahendra Subedi
Department of Plant Resources

30. Dr Krishna Chandra Poudel
Joint-Secretary, Ministry of Forests & Soil Conservation, Singha Durbar, Kathmandu

31. Dr Lokendra Raj Sharma
Scientific Officer, Department of Plant Resources, Thapathali, Kathmandu

32. Shyam Bajimaya
Acting Director General, Ecologist, Department of National Parks & Wildlife Conservation, Babar Mahal, Kathmandu

RONAST

33. Prof. Dr. Hom Nath Bhattarai, VC

34. Prof. Dr. Dayananda Bajracharya, Academician

35. Dr. Saman Bdr. Rajbhandari, Academician

36. Prof. Dr. Dilip Subba, Secretary

37. Dr. Kayo Devi Yami, Coordinator, Nepal Flora Project

38. Dr. Chiranjivi Regmi

39. Mr. Lalit Charan Shrestha

40. Mr. Sekhar Shah

41. Mr. Kunja Bdr. Malla

42. Mr. Pratap Singh

43. Mr. Kamal Mani Acharya

44. Mr. Deepak Paudel

TU

45. Prof. Dr. Vishal Nath Uprety 
Dean, Institute of Science & Technology, Dean Office, T.U., Kirtipur

46.Ashok Koirala
Asst. Dean, Institute of Science & Technology, Dean Office, T.U., Kirtipur

47. Dr. Kamal Krishna Joshi
Chairman, University Grants Commission, Sano Thimi, Bhaktapur

48. Prof. Dr. Mohan Gyawali
Executive Director, RECAST, T.U., Kirtipur

49. Prof. Dr. Pramod Kumar Jha
Head, Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu

50. Prof. Dr. Krishna Kumar Shrestha
Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur

51. Dr. Keshab Shrestha
Associate Professor, Natural History Museum, Swayambhu, Kathmandu

52. Prof. Dr. Sanu Devi Joshi
Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

53. Prof. Dr. Hari Datta Lekhak
Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu

54. Prof. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaudhary
Central Department of Botany, T.U. Kirtipur, Kathmandu

55. Prof. Dr. Siddhi Bir Karmacharya 
President, ECOS, Tri-Chandra Campus, Ghantaghar Kathmandu.

56. Anjana Devkota 
Lecturer, Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu

57. Bharat Babu Shrestha
Lecturer, Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu

58. Dr Devendra Bajracharya
Lecturer, Amrit Science Campus, Lainchaur, Kathmandu

59. Krishna Prasad Sigdel 
Anamnagar, Kathmandu

60. Laxmi Shrestha (Joshi)
Department of Botany, Amrit Science Campus, Lainchaur

61. Nirmala Pradhan
Lecturer, Natural History Museum, Swayambhu, Kathmandu

62. Dr Ram Dev Tiwari
Associate Professor, Central Department of Botany, T.U.

63. Shanti Devi Sharma
Kamal Pokhari, Kathmandu

64. Sharada Devi Shrestha 
Head, Botany Department , Amrit Science Campus, Lainchaur, Kathmandu

65. Dr Suresh Kumar Ghimire
Lecturer, Central Department of Botany, T.U., Kirtipur

National Agricultural Research Council (NARC), Khumaltar

66. Dr. Madhusudan Prasad Upadhaya
Senior Scientist, NARC, Khumaltar, Lalitpur

67. Dr. Jagat Devi Ranji
Agronomy Division, NARC, Khumaltar

Press & Media

68. Nepal Television
Singha Durbar, Kathmandu

69. Kantipur Television
Subidha Nagar, Tinkune

70. Channel Nepal
Shanti Nagar, Kathmandu

71. Image Channel
Lazimpat, Kathmandu

72. Nepal One 
Kamaladi, Kathmandu

73.Gorkha Patra Sansthan 
The Rising Nepal, Dharmapath, Kathmandu.

74. Kantipur Publications (P.) Ltd. 
Tinkune, Kathmandu

75. Annapurna Post 

76. The Himalayan Times 
Anam Nagar, Kathmandu

77. Rajdhani Daily
Chabahil, Kathmandu

78. Nepal Samachar Patra 
Soaltee Mod, Kalimati, Kathmandu

79. Radio Sagarmatha 
Nepal Batawaran Patrakar Samuha, Thapathali, Kathmandu

80. Rastriya Samachar Samiti
Bhadrakali, Kathmandu

81. Kantipur F.M. 
Pulchok, Lalitpur
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Revenue collection in Jhapa Certificates handed to Darwin scholars
obstructed due to Maoists

RS§—m— 0o
BHADRAPUR, Oct. 12: The task of
revenue collection has been
obstructed in three customs points of
Jhapa district after being taken over
by the CPN (Maoists) who started
collecting revenue on their own from
those sub-custom points.

The Maoists terrorised the
employees of  Nakalbanda,
Jyamirgadhi and Jhapa sub-customs
points situated along the India-Nepal
border point in Jhapa and forced
them to leave their office, the
concerned employees said

Out of 12 sub-custom points
under the Mechi Customs
Kakadbhitta, Jhapa District, only six

are currently managed by the
customs employees due to security
reasons

The local political leaders
pointed out the possibility of illegal
activities including smuggling and
misappropriation after the Maoists
displaced the custom employees
from Nukalbanda, Jyamirgadhi and
Jhapa sub-customs points

T'he task of revenue collection
has been initiated by the PLA’s 1st
battalion of the Ratna-Sakunta
Brigade of the Maoists.

Similarly, the armed group of
Maoists also captured the police
post situated at Surunga of Jhapa
from Monday

MAOIST: Martin met top leaders

SPA government to make the peace process a success.
lan Martin the personal representative of UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan in Nepal also asked the Maoist top brass that the UN would assist

RS —
KATHMANDU, Oct. 12: Minister of
State for Environment, Science and
Technology ~ Man  Bahadur
Biswakarma today gave away award
of certificates to the Darwin scholars
involving in study and research
works related to Botany at Nepal
Darwin Initiative Project final
symposium organised at Lalitpur,
Three-month training at various
phases was organised with a view to
carrying out research and
explorations of bio-diversity as well

as protecting the important
disappearing plants
The training was jointly

organised by Nepal Academy of
Science and Technology (NAST) and
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,
UK (RBGE) in collaboration with
Central Department of Botany,
Tribhuwan University.

Some 16-plant scholar trainees
would take part in 10-year

programme  designed  for
maintaining records and sustainable
utilisation of the plant resources,
informed at the symposium.

The scholars includes seven
from Tribhuwan University, five
from Central Department of Botany,
two from NASST and two
independent,

Some of them were assigned to
carry out on-the-site survey in
Chitwan National Park and
Sagarmatha National Park whi!
others were sent for exposure vi
in UK and Scotland.

It was also informed at the
programme that some 100 scholars
would be mobilised to maintaining
records of the plants after
conducting the training related to it.

Minister of State Biswakarma
said that Nepal has been a centre of
attraction for the explorers,
naturalists and botanists for a couple
of decades

He also said that Nepal is a
habitant for over 6,500 species of
flowering plants, 4,000 species of
non-flowering plants, with nearly
400 endemic specics due to its
diverse altitudinal ranges, vegetation
Zzones and ccosystems.

British Envoy to Nepal Andrew
Hall said it is essential to conserve
bio-diversity and added that
organisation of the UK has been
extending its support and
cooperation in this work.

Also expressing their views
regarding various issues of bio-
diversity at a programme presided
over by Vice-Chancellor of NAST
Prof. Hom Nath Bhattarai were
former VC Daya Nanda Bajrachary:
Acting Secretary at Ministry of Forest
and Soil Conservation Dr. Nohan
Prasad Wagle, Convenors of Darwin
Initiative Project, Prof. S. Blackmore
and Dr. M. Waltson and Prof. Krishna
Kumar Shrestha of TU.
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